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Besides the regular taxes and levies paid to the royal exchequer the people had also to
pay occasional tributes and contributions to the religious heads like the Jiyars and Acaryas.
Law and Order
The problem of maintaining law and order in the villages was mainly entrusted to talari or
talavari, one of the village ayagars, similar to the modern police official. He had to protect
the life and property of the villagers and was held responsible for any property that might be
stolen In the village. In case he could not restore the stolen goods, he had to make good the
loss sustained by the villagers from his own purse. He had to watch the movements of the
villagers and those of the visitors, The talari used to receive annual payments in the form of
grain from the villagers.
Paleg&rs were separate quasi-officials of higher rank who were posted to maintain peace
and order In the disturbed parts of the kingdom. In fortified towns they were permitted to
maintain a body of retainers and were granted jaglrs for their maintenance.
The mode of punishment in the Vijayanagar empire, as in the other states of the medieval
period, was very harsh. For a theft of any kind cutting off a limb was very common. In
cases of greater offence the thief was even hanged with a hook under his chin. If a man
outraged a respectable woman or a virgin, he had to undergo a similar punishment. Treason
was punishable with death. One who was convicted of high treason was made to put on red
clothes and was hanged in public. Telugu works such as Vijn&n$$variyamu of Mulaghatika
Ketana, Bhdjartflyamu of Anantamatya and Slmhasana dwatrimSika of Koravi Goparaju refer
to these punishments in the later medieval period In Andhradesa.
The custom of oral agreements was in vogue during this period also. An oral agreement
was first confirmed by exchanging t&mbula or betel leaves and nuts. When once it was
settled, none of the parties could go back on any account. In the case of civil dealings,
land leases, sale deeds, etc. agreement between two or more parties was executed by
exchanging tambula in the presence of the village headman. The headman was deemed to
be the approved executor of such agreements and he was competent to settle any dispute
that might arise later.
Dress and Ornaments
The elderly men generally wore a cloth called dhdvatl round the loins and an upper cloth
on the shoulders called uttarfyam. Men of high status wore, in addition, a turban. Women
folk of ail classes wore chJras or saris In different colours with attractive borders. Ladies of
rich families often wore silk saris. They covered their breasts with stitched garment called
raika. Contemporary Telugu works furnish description of costumes of different classes of men
like Brahmins, Kapus, shepherds, wrestlers, pilgrims and labourers. Growing long hair was a
fashion and an age-long custom among men and women. The sculptures and paintings of
the period depict the different styles of hair-knots called mucjls and twisted plaits called /a</as.